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Adopt a building program involves

TSHA Adopt a Building program  says. “They don't think there's

While most Texas high school
students have sports and dating on
their minds, many have twmed the
interest towards histond b ldings

their breezeways, poriie
porches. dormer windows and
wrought sron hand ranls

They are Jumior Historians, stu-
denis who have become involved in
4 new preservation education pro-
gram called Adop a Building. It 1s
sponsored by the Tevas State His
ioeical Association which w based
at the Llmiversity of Texas a1 Austin

Participating Junior Histworians
chapters “academically” adopt a
building or other man-made lund
rrark in their community which has
i been previowsly researched,
says David DeBoe of the TSHA

Through media presentations, dis-
plays and outresch perograms. the
jumion and high school histonans
spentone year uncovering mforma-
pon aboul their building or sie’s
architeciural snd social history

“In the process. Jumor Histon-
ans develop a new averest in the
role buildings have played in the
sty of their communitics and
they Iincrease preservallin aware:
ness in their own nesghborhoods,”
according 10 Dr. DeBoe

In ab ledst one instance, the re-
search was suffhcient w qualifly the
site for @ Tevus histoncal marker
Such was the case with the chapler
from Kilgore High School which
adopted its 1930°5 mission-revival
ul}lr: hlgh schonol huﬂ'dlnﬁ

“If we're going 10 have these
buildings wround in the future,
we're goang 1o have 1o get the young
peuple concemed about them,”
pearinis owi Dir, DeBoe, who believes
Texus is the only state currently op
erating an adopt a building project.

Mast of the chapters participat-
ing m the project lust year adopied
histioric homes. Five chapers se-
kected 10 study  schools in ther
wns. Some chapters adopt land-
marks: abandoned railroad depos,
hatels, baseball stadivm, ¢

Dir. DeBoe, who s & member of
the Travis County Historical
Commission, notes that when
peaple think of preservation wiork.
they wsmally think of residents over
6 — or even over ), He hopes the

will change that percepuon

Each chapter particypating in
the project is required to complele
four phases of work, including a
declaration of adoption and com
pletion of a detailed survey, requir-
ing stwdents vo visit their building or
site. The third phase of the work
requines the Junior Histonans chap-
ter 10 produce an audiovisual pres-
entation of the project. The final
phase 15 an outreach program,
where students take thedr presenta.
Lo o the commumity as a means
of making citizens aware of their
efforts, as well as the preservation
needs of the site or building

“Most kids don't tend 1o think
about these things,” Dr. DeBoe

anything in their iown that s worh
musch and now so many have found
oul different.”

A chapter in Corpus Chrisii
adopted the Blall Improvemenis
Praject, an éengineering feat thu
wis builtin 1914-17 1o carry pedes-
trian and vehicular traffic up and
down the ciy s blufl, This chapter
recently received an award from the
Corpus Chnsti Landmark Commi
sion [or its efforts Lo preserve local
hastory

Teachers interested in the pro
ect may coniact Dr. DeBloe ai the
Texas Siste Historical Association
Sid Richardson Hall, UT Station,
Avstin, Texas 78712 or by calling
him at (512) 471-1525,
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Positive attitudes help
child’s school experience

Another school year s just
around the cormer. While some ¢ hil-
dren are ready for the clissroom,
others may need extra help 1o make
school an enjoyable experience.

This can be especially wue for
the oldest child, according to a
Texas Chnstian Universily ele-
mentary edecation professor,

“The parent often finds the
expenence ol sending the firstchild
w school harder than does the
child,” said Dr. Luther Clegg. “The
miost important thing is to make the
child feel that this s a positive
expenence and that school is an
exciting, fun place o go.”

The oldest child may be a lintle
apprehensive about staning school,
but others in the family usually ok
lorward 1o school becuuse they will
he going where big brother or Sister
has gone, bie sand.

Although entering schoal for
(he First lime may caise anxbety, the
change Irom elementary o middie
school often is more wasmanc,
Clegg observed.

“A child in the middle school
prades is at an ape when he or she is
not an adult but also not really a
child, which makes o a difficoli
time,” he explaned. In addition to
keeping track of their children's

performance in school, Clegg sug-
gested that parenis bet the child now
they are stll accountable to their
parents, while acknowledging that
they are prowing up.

What is the best thing a parent

cun do 1o keep a child prepared for
the classronm? Read, read and then

read some more, advised Clegg.

“I think it goes back 1o the par-
ents,” said the TCU professor. “If
the parent reads, the child will see
reading 25 being impartant; but, if
the parents never read, then the
children are less likely 1o incorpo-
rale reading into their everyday
actvities.”

Improving family communication

Listening, empathizing, and sell
EXPIESSION ane some basic commu-
mication skills, They also can be
giant steps on the road 1o improving
family communication.

According to Diane Welch, fam-
ily life specialist with the Teus
A&M University, "Improving fam-
ily communication rests on im-
proving the communication skills
of the individual family members

“There also must be a willingness
W communicaie. “The family needs
o et aside time (0 spend together,
and work at developing mutual
respect which will facilitate com-
maniCaon. "

Welch recommends setting up a
family council o improve family
communication and respect. Fam-
ily councils are informal family

meetings which give each family
member 2 chance (o express his o
her feelings, and most importantly,
0 be listened io.

Family council mestings are »
good tme 0 involve everyone in
family decisions, rule making,
plans, airing disagreements, and
sharing information. Councils
should meet at a special ome that
everyone knows is sel aside for this
purpose, and sessions should be
tken senously 0 be effective.
“Family councils are not dif ficalt o
set up. They only require time and a
commitment (0 want to improve
communication,” says Welch.

Three leaflets containing infor-
mation about improving family
communication are available from
local county Exiension agents.
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Rice CISD '87-88 School Calendar

Calecndar Notes...

The calendar here represents only the Monday through Friday school days. The
bold, fatier numbers on the wop of each line are the dates, while the lighter, italic
numbers (and letters) just below those numbers are the consecutively numbered school
days or letter codes. School must be held 175 duys each year.

Teachers begin school on August 24 with four consecutive In-Service days.
August 28 and 31 are teacher workdays. Teacher In-Service days are marked on the
calendar with an "I and workdays for teachers are marked on the calendar witha “W'™,

Christmas and New Years: December 21 through January |
Holiday: February 29

Esster; March 31, April | and 4

NOTE: February 29 and March 31 are considered as bad weather days. Should

school not be held on any of the regular days, such & during an ice storm, it will be held

on one of two of the bad weather days. Should more than twodays be needed the school

board would have the option of extending the school year, or holding school duting

Other workdays for teachers include; January 18 and May 27, another holiday. = 2
First day of school for students is September 1 as shown on the attached calendar, Six-Week Period ending dates are:
School holidays are marked with a “//” on the calendar and include: First: Oct. 9 Second: Nov. 20
Labor Day: 7 Third: Jan, 15 Fourth: Feb. 26
Thanksgiving: November 26 and 27 Fifth: April 15 Sixth: May 26
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